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HIGGINBOTHAM FAMILY OF VIRGINIA 
By William Montgomery Sweeny, Astoria, Long Island, N. Y. 

(Concluded) 

Captain John Higginbotham, son of John and Frances (Riley) 
Higginbotham, died in Amherst County, in 1814. He married 
in 1767, Rachel Banks, 34 daughter of Gerrard and Anne (Staun- 
ton) Banks, of Amherst County. His will was entered for pro- 
bate September 19, 1814. (Will Book 5, p. 451.) : 

To wife Rachel, the whole of his estate and after her death to his 
son John. To son John $1,000, "it being an extra sum for monies paid 
and for services rendered by him", provided so much remains after allow- 
ing a comfortable support to my wife Rachel, and my daughter Frances 
R. Higginbotham, "so long as she remains single or continues with her 
mother, as I am sensibly impressed with a due sense of the great atten- 
tion, care and filial duty which my daughter Frances R. Higginbotham 
has bestowed upon me and her mother during our old age and infirmities, 
I give to her the following slaves : Minerva and Charlotte girls and sis- 
ters." Confirms gift to daughter Nancy Higginbotham of a negro woman 
Betty and her increase. Confirms gift or gifts to son James declaring 
same "his full proportion of my estate." Confirms gifts to daughter, 
Tirzah London, for life, and at her death to her children. After death 
of wife, whole estate real and personal, excepting that which has been 
disposed of shall be sold publicly by the executors, in the following 
manner: All personal estate to be sold on 12 month's credit; all real 
estate to be sold on I and 3 year's credit, purchasers giving bond, money 
arising from such sales to be equally divided into eight parts, giving 
to son Thomas, Ys ; to son, David, % ; to son, John Ye. ; to son, Jesse, 
Y& ; to son, Daniel, Ys ; to son, Reuben, Ys ; to daughter, Frances R. 
Higginbotham, Ys ', remaining Y% left to sons Thomas and David, in trust 
for "my son Eugene." Executors, sons John and Thomas Higgin- 
botham. Dated, June 22, 1813. Witnesses : Wm. S. Crawford, James 
Higginbotham, James H. Dillard, Young Hawkins. Executor's bond, 
$10,000; administrator's do. $10,000. Appraisement, $9,452. 



34 M. L. B., July 9, 1767. 
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The children of John and Rachel {Banks) Higginbotham: 

i Thomas, born June 10, 1769; died, 1835. 

2. James, born September 22, 1770: (married and had children; 
was dead in 1835.) 

3. John, born April 12, 1772, married December 7, 1815, Margaret 
Washington Cabell, 35 daughter of Colonel Samuel Jordan and Sarah 
(Syme) Cabell, of "Soldier's Joy," Nelson County. He (John Higgin- 
botham) died February 23, 1822. Children: 

1. William Thomas, born August 19, 1818: married August 22, 
1839, Mary Frances Riley Coleman. He died November 25, 1892. 
Children: 

I. John Carleton, 36 born November 11, 1842 : Brigadier- Gen- 
eral, C. S. A., War between the States, and was killed May 10, 1864. 
II. Frances, born, 1846; died, 1847. III. Coleman Cabell, born 
December 6, 1848: married, September 15, 1875, Mary Ida Day. 
She died May 29, 1916. Children: a. Mary Frances, b. Jessie 
Woods, married Hugh MacVeigh Matthews, c. Lula Coleman, 
d. Lotta Lee, married J. Howard Richards, c Virginia Day. IV. 
Margaret E., born, 1850; died, 1858. V. Ella, born, 1853; died, 
1858. 

2. Laura, born, 1819: died, 1821. 

4. Anne Staunton, born December 22, 1773 : married, 1792, John, 
son of Samuel Higginbotham. 37 

5. David, born October 17, 1775: married Mary Elmslie Gar- 
rigues, of Philadelphia, Pa. He died, 1853. Children: 

I. Elzabeth, born February 26, 1812 : married George Daniel 
Fisher, of Richmond. II. Anne Estelle, born September 10, 
1813 : married Francis Hoskins, of Philadelphia, Pa. III. Jane 
Randolph, born May 3, 1815 : married (1st) Boiling Macmurdo; 



35 "The Cabells & Their Kin," page 318. 

36 "A student at Lynchburg College when the war began; entered 
the C. S. A. as captain in 1861 ; promoted major and lieutenant-colonel in 
1862; colonel, 1863; brigadier-general, May, 1864, being one of the 
youngest officers of these grades in the service ; was wounded seven times, 
and at last killed at Spottsylvania Court House, May 10, 1864, while com- 
manding the 25th Virginia Regiment, Jones' Brigade, before his com- 
mission as brigadier-general reached him; unmarried." Idem, page 317. 

37 M. L. B., December 17, 1792. 
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(2nd) Dr. R. W. Haxall, both of Richmond. IV. Frances, born 
November 19, 1818 : married Bernard Hoe Buckner, of Louis- 
iana(?) V. Elmslie La Garrigues (or Garrigues,) born August 
22, 1820: married Jane Addison Bayley, daughter of Colonel 
Thomas H. Bayley, of Accomac County. Children: a. Jane 
Bayley, married James Cabell Brockenbrough, of Richmond, 
b. David, married Fannie Wrenn, of Henrico County, c. Rosa 
Bayley, married Coleman Edwards Pierrepont Burgwyn, of North 
Carolina, d. Mary. e. Samuel Thomas Bayley. f. Anne May 
married Henry Gibson, of Richmond, g. Fannie, married John 
Somerville Knox, of Richmond, h. Elizabeth Fisher, i. Bertha, 
j. Elmslie Garrigues, married Lavinia Wallace, k. Thomas 
Bayley. 1. William Bayley. VI. Edward La Garrigues, born 
July 21, 1824: married Julia Thompson, of Wilmington, Delaware. 
VII. Mary Ross, born July 31, 1827 : married Joseph Gillett, of 
Baltimore, Md. 
6 Mary, born November 1, 1777. 

7. Jesse, born December, 23, 1779. 

8. Daniel, born March 27, 1781. 

9. Tirzah, born February 27, 1783 : married, December 31, 1809, 
John London. She died August 1, 1841. Children: 

I. Frances Ann, born November 1, 1810 : died November 3, 
1810. II. Frances Jane, born September 23, 1811 : married Win- 
ston Woodruff. III. John James, born February 11, 1813 : mar- 
ried Willie Paleskie. IV. Eliza Ann, born October 31, 1815 : 
married December 17, 1835, James Higginbotham, son of Absalom 
and Mary (Sandidge) Higginbotham. V. Daniel Higginbotham, 
born February 17, 1818 : married, Mary Eliza Caskie. VI. Mary 
Banks, born February 18, 1820: married, October 19, 1852, Dr. 
George Washington Davies. She died November 17, 1892. He 
died September 5, 1889. Children: a. George Whiting; b. Emmie 
Cabell: c. Zelzah Philippa; d. Mary Banks Washington, (Mrs. 
Hurley.) VII. William Augustus, born June 18, 1821 : married 
Harriet Bailey. 

10. Frances Riley, born May 10, 1785 : married Reuben Cole- 
man. 

11. Eugene, born March 10, 1787. 

12. Reuben, born August 2, 1789 : married Miss Vaughan, 

of Kentucky. 

The following deeds are of record in Albemarle County, in the 
name of Captain John Higginbotham: 

May 11, 1751. Moses Higginbotham, of St. Ann's Parish, Albemarle 
County, to John Higginbotham, of thes same parish and county for 5 
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shillings. Conveys 200 acres of land "now in the possession of the said 
John Higginbotham, located on Buffalo River, (Albemarle County,) being 
part of a tract of 1,000 acres conveyed to the said Moses Higginbotham, 
by George Braxton, the younger, etc." Witnesses, Joseph Higginbotham, 
Benjamin Higginbotham, James Higginbotham. (Deed Book 1, page 288.) 

May 11, 1751. Same to same. For 5 shillings conveys 204 acres of 
land, "now in the possession of the said John Higginbotham," and located 
on the branches of Buffalo River, (Albemarle County,) being part of a 
tract of 1,430 acres granted to the said Moses Higginbotham by George 
Braxton, the younger, etc." Same witnesses. (Deed Book 1, page 280.) 

Captain John Higginbotham served in the War of the Revo- 
lution as captain of Amherst County militia. 38 

Thomas Higginbotham, son of John and Rachel (Banks) 
Higginbotham. Will dated February 12, 1834. 

To sister, Tirza London, tract of land on which I now live, con- 
taining 200 acres, and 40 acres adjoining, bought of George McDaniel, 
and all appurtenances thereto belonging, with all household and kitchen 
furniture except that which is hereafter provided for and at her death 
to go to her two younger children, Mary Banks and William Augustus. 
To John J. London, 39 the tract of land I bought of William Rourne. 
To Daniel H. London, 39 the tract of land I bought of Charles B. 
Taliaferro. To Frances Woodroof 39 and her children, the tract of 
land called Camdens D. & B. Higginbotham & Co. To sister Ann 
Staunton Higginbotham, late of Georgia, children 20 shares Farmer's 
Bank Stock. To children of brother James Higginbotham, late of 
Kentucky, 20 shares of Farmer's Bank stock. To Ann E. London, 39 
15 shares of Farmer's Bank Stock. To brother Daniel Higginbotham, 
50 shares Virginia Bank Stock. To sister Frances R. Coleman, whatever 
debt she may owe me at the time of my death. To Wesley Jones son 
wife Archey Carey, $1,000. (So in copy of will.) To brother, Daniel 
Higginbotham, in trust for the following persons, viz.: 15 shares in 
Bank of U. S. for the benefit of Jessee Higginbotham; 15 shares Bank 
of U. S. for the benefit of Eugene Higginbotham, my brother; 20 shares 
Farmer's Bank stock for the benefit of Meeka Higginbotham, wife of 
James S. Higginbotham; 10 shares Virginia Bank stock for the benefit 
of Nancy, my cook woman ; 10 shares of Farmer's Bank stock for the 
benefit of Maria, my house woman; 5 shares of Farmer's bank stock 
for the benefit of Tom Casey, Maria's son; 5 shares of Farmer's Bank 



38 See "And. Ace. 1779-80, 134," Virginia State Library. 

39 Children of John and Tirzah (Higginbotham) London. 
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stock for the benefit of John Waller, Maria's son. I give to Nancy & 
Maria a bed & furniture each and a cow and calf each. 

It is my wish that all my negroes be set free, viz.: Nancy, my cook 
woman Maria, and her two sons, Tom Casey & John Waller, Caleb and 
their increase, Washington, Charles, Dandridge, William, Daniel, 
Spencer, Polly, Isaac, Carter, Ann and her children, their increase, 
Charlotte and her children and increase, Jean and her children, and in- 
crease; China and her children and increase, provided they are willing 
to leave the State ; if not, they may choose any of my brothers or 
sisters they are willing to serve. It is my wish and desire that should 
I dispose of any of the special legacies it is to be made up to them 
out of my estate. It is my wish that my brother, Daniel Higginbotham, 
in case Nancy & Maria should not be willing to leave the State, he 
will become Guardian for them of the bank stock left them, will be 
sufficient to maintain them. The balance of my estate to be divided, 
giving to the children of my late brother, James, Ms part ; to the children 
of my sister, Anne Higginbotham, % part; to David Higginbotahm, 
yi part; to Daniel Higginbotham, Ys part; to William S. Higginbotham 
1/16 part; to my brother, Reuben Higginbotham's two sons, 1/16 
part; to Daniel Higginbotham, in trust for the benefit of Jesse Higgin- 
botham, 1/16 part; to Daniel Higginbotham, in trust for the benefit of 
Eugene Higginbotham, 1/16 part; to my sister, Frances R. Coleman, 
Y$ part; to my sister, Tirzah London, Y% part. Executor, brother Daniel 
Higginbotham ; it is expected my executor will sell whenever he may 
think best, all my other property not given or mentioned above. (No 
witnesses.) (Will Book 9, page 47.) 

Thomas Higginbotham, son of John and Frances (Riley) 
Higginbotham, was living in Albemarle County in 1751, when, 
on June 3rd of that year, he conveyed by deed to Robert Rose, 
also of Albemarle, for a consideration of £4.5, "three messuages 
or tenements granted to the said Thomas Higginbotham by 
three Letters Patent, viz.: one for 200 acres of land lying in 
the Piney Woods, dated July 12, 1750; one for 140 acres of 
land lying on Piney River, dated July 12, 1750, and the third by 
Letters Patent of the same date, for 200 acres of land in the 
Piney Woods all being now in the possession of the said Robert 
Rose." Witnesses: John Walker, Robert Green, Patrick Mor- 
rison. (Deed Book 1, page 378.) 

No further record of him is found in Albemarle. He proba- 
bly received his share of his father's estate in money and re- 
moved to Georgia, where in February, 1759, he addressed a 
petition to the Governor and Council, setting forth that "he 
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was settled in the Province, had had no lands granted him 
therein and was desirous of obtaining a grant for cultivation 
as he had a wife and nine children," and praying for a grant 
of ioo acres "on a branch running into the Savannah River 
about five miles above Augusta and three miles back from said 
river." His petition was favorably acted upon and subse- 
quently he was allowed additional grants of 150 and 200 acres. 
In June, 1766, he stated that he had a "wife and 10 children," 
and April 3, 1770, he referred to the fact that he was "possessed 
of 4 negroes." 40 

Rachel Higginbotham, daughter of John and Frances {Riley) 
Higginbotham, died in Amherst County, "in the winter of 1808- 
09." 41 She married (1st) William Morrison 42 (died 1761,) of 
Albemarle County; (2nd) in 1772, 43 Samuel Ay res (died 
1784, 44 ) of Amherst County. 

Children (Morrison) : 

Joseph Higginbotham, (eldest son 41 ) born ; died in Amherst 

County in 1802 ; 45 married Frances Green Higginbotham, daughter of 
Aaron and Clara (Green?) Higginbotham, of Amherst County. She 
died in Elbert County, Georgia, 179 — . 

Ezra, born, 1756; died in Lincoln County, Kentucky, November 1, 
1844 ; 46 married in 1792, Elizabeth Spears Carpenter, widow of Cap- 
tain John Carpenter, and daughter of George and Christina Spears, of 



40 Col. Records of Georgia, VIII., 775 ; X., 565 ; XL, 16, 180. 

41 Chalkley's "Transcripts of the Records of Augusta County, Vir- 
ginia, Vol. 2, pp. 155 and 266. 

42 In 1740, Thomas Morrison of Goochland County, purchased of 
John Chiswell of Hanover County, 2,460 acres of land on the south 
branches of Rockfish River, Goochland County this tract was granted in 
1748, to William Morrison of Albemarle County. (See Deed Book 
3, p. 318, Goochland County and Book 26, p. 518, Land Register's 
office, Richmond.) 

43 See marriage contract in Deed Book D, p. 31. 

44 See his will in Will Book 2, p. 169. 

45 See order of the Court June 21, 1802, appointing administrators 
of his estate. Will Book 4, p. 348. 

46 He was a soldier of the Georgia Continental Line, War of the 
Revolution, and received a pension under Act of Congress, of June 7, 
1832; see "Survivor's File, No. 13.956," Bureau of Pensions, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 
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Amherst (?) County. A. Gt. Gt. grand-daughter, Mrs. H. S. Howard, 
lives at Meridian, Miss. (1917.) 

Eve, born ; married Lackey. A son, John Lackey, 41 

removed to Kentucky in 1820; his great, great grandson, Joseph H. 
Lackey, lives at Memphis, Tennessee (1917). 

Tirzah, born ; married (1st) Davis (2nd) Thomas 

Stuart." 

Mary Dandridge Morrison, daughter of Joseph Higginbotham 
and Frances Green (Higginbotham) Morrison, born in (Am- 
herst County?) Virginia, 1784; died in Elbert County Georgia, 
September 8, 1839. She married in Elbert County, January 8, 
1805, James Reagan, Jr., son of James, Sr., and Nancy (Cook) 
Reagan. James Reagan, Jr., was born in Guilford County, North 
Carolina, July 2, 1780; died in Pike County, Georgia, December 
27, 1855. Their son, Francis Washington Reagan, 47 M. D., born 
in Elbert County, Georgia, August 12, 1821 ; died in Augusta, 
Georgia, May 25, 1865; married in Augusta, December 14, 1845, 
Sarah Cecelia Refo, daughter of Caesar and Eliza (McLeo) 
Refo. She was born in Augusta, Georgia, November 17, 1826; 
died in Astoria, Long Island, July 25, 1910. Their only child, 
Eugenia Octavia Reagan, born in Augusta, Georgia, October 17, 
1846; married in Augusta, September 30, 1867, Thomas W. 
Sweeny, Brigadier-General, United States Army. Their children, 
Thomas Francis, born at McPherson Barracks, (now, 1917, Fort 
McPherson,) Atlanta, Georgia, July 14, 1868, and William Mont- 
gomery, born at Harlem, New York City, August 29, 1871. Mr. 
Sweeney in a letter to the Editors, under date of August 5, 1918, 
says: "Since I sent you the manuscript [of the Higginbotham 
genealogy] I have found that Colonel James Higginbotham [see 
Quarterly, XXVII, No. 1, p. 48] married in 1779 Rachel Camp- 
bell, daughter of Henry Campbell and Charity his wife. Henry 
Campbell's will was entered for probate in Amherst Co. Court 
Dec. 7, 1772." 



47 Graduate Medical College of Georgia, Class of 1844; served as a 
private soldier, C. S. A., in Captain William Barnes's artillery company 
from Augusta, Georgia. 



